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Topics 

• ELC, CBD, Ecosystem services - Integration 

 

• Natural and Social science – quantitative and 
qualitative evidence base 

 

• (Re)Connecting – people, landscape and nature 

 

• Understanding landscape change and...  

 

• People’s response to change 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Do you know this landscape?  



John Constable The Hay Wain, 1821 



Perhaps this is how we now value this 
landscape? 

 

HQ1 Ponds of high 
wildlife value 

Flatford Mill 
Historic Building 

HC12 

SSSI  Ancient 
woodland 

Dedham Vale 
Area of 
Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 

Stour Valley 
path 

Typha 
Latifolia 



‘Managing a Masterpiece’ 2010-2014 

Stour Valley landscape Partnership Scheme 

Our vision: 

A Stour Valley where the landscape is understood, 
cared for and celebrated by communities with the 
knowledge, skills and opportunities needed to manage 
and enjoy it.   

It will remain the quintessential lowland English 
landscape, with the rich heritage of meadows, riverside 
trees, field boundaries and historic structures that have 
inspired generations of artists 

People will have been enabled to sustain a landscape 
that is accessible to all, culturally and naturally rich, 
and beautiful.” 

 

• Partnership funding - £260,000 

• HLF funding – £910,000 

• 73 projects 

 



Dedham Vale AONB – A protected landscape, 
valued by society, linked to a wider landscape 
context described in 159 National Character Areas 

 



v 

 

Wider context 
 
London greenbelt 
 
Development and 
transport pressures 



About National Character Areas... 
 

All landscapes matter in England 

 

Show the variety of landscape in England 

 

Described at 1:250,000 scale 

 

The profiles: 

A tool for bringing people and communities together to 
share their values and perspectives 

 

A starting point for working together.. 



National Character Areas – from national 
to local scales 

 



 

National Character Area framework  

 Follow natural lines in the landscape, make a 

good decision making framework for the natural 

environment. 

 Provide context about the places people relate to 

and for a wide range of partnerships and community 

groups 

 Provide a baseline from which change can be 

monitored.  

 Provide the best opportunity for integration bringing 

together biodiversity, geodiversity, landscape 

character, access, engagement, climate change, 

historic environment, etc. 

 Allow the easy application of an ecosystem 

services approach to securing environmental 

outcomes. 

 
 



NCAs: a focus on integration....  



.....and supporting an ecosystems 
approach 

Supporting services 

Underpinning biodiversity , geodiversity, history, landscape  and ecosystem processes 

Regulating 
services 

Provisioning 
services 

Cultural 
services 

Human health, wellbeing and prosperity 



The wildlife conservation perspective..... 

Wildlife Trusts - Living Landscapes 



Updated NCA Profile – a quick tour 
111 Northern Thames Basin 

• Interactive PDF 

• Available online from the Natural England Website at 
'Publications’ 



Wildlife Trusts – Living Landscapes 
Large-scale conservation 

 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

A recovery plan for nature 

Restore, recreate, reconnect 
 

Living Landscapes are a recovery plan for 
nature championed by The Wildlife Trusts 
since 2006 to help create a resilient and 
healthy environment rich in wildlife and to 
provide ecological security for people. 



Protecting Wildlife for the Future 

Mendip Hills Living Landscape –  
One of over 100 Living Landscapes 
projects in the UK 





Protecting Wildlife for the Future 
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Protecting Wildlife for the Future 



The Landscape Character perspective.. 

Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty 

 

‘What Makes a View’ 

 

Copies of the report by Fiona Fyfe 
Landscape Institute Award 2014 



‘What Makes a View?’  
 CORDIALE Field Trial 
 
 



The ‘Camden Town’ group of artists, 
early 20th Century 



Topography 



The Project: 

• Identify how views relate to landscape 
character 

 

• Community engagement and consultation 
throughout the project. 

 

• Planning and management tool to retain and 
enhance the area’s views in the future. 

 

• A framework to enable members of the community 
to monitor landscape change. 

 



Landscape Character within the 
Blackdown Hills AONB 



Blackdown Hills Scarp Landscape 
Character Area 



Blackdown Hills Landscape Character 
Area 



A closer look at the Blackdown Hills 
Landscape Character Area 



Expressing views of the 
Blackdown Hills 

16th and 17th Century 
travellers’ 
descriptions: 

 

Celia Fiennes (1695) 

“Full of enclosures, 
good grass and 
corn…” 

 

Defoe (1724) 

“The view of the 
country is the most 
beautiful landskip in 
the world, a mere 
picture… 

 

 

Dumpdon Hill, Hutchinson 1865 



Contemporary artists in the Blackdown Hills  
(Liz Gregory and Andrew Bell) 



How do local people describe the landscape? 



How does the landscape make local people 
feel? 



Development of Planning, Management 
Tool and Monitoring tool 

• Identifying the special qualities of each Landscape 
Character Area. 

• Identifying the sensitivities of each Landscape Character 
Area in response to forces for change. 

• Making recommendations to protect these landscapes 
under the headings of Protect, Manage and Plan (ELC) 

 

Monitoring by the community: 

• Developing and testing a questionnaire to enable 
volunteers to record changes in the landscape. 

• Providing a framework for local volunteers to undertake 
surveys of landscape changes in the medium to long term 
(including photographic record). 

 



The Cultural Services perspective..... 

Natural England 

 

Experiencing Landscapes research 

 

Importance of developing our evidence base 



Experiencing Landscapes: 
14 Pilot NCAs  

 
Exmoor 

Devon Redlands 

North 
Downs 

North 
Thames 
Basin 
(NTB) 

Lincolnshire 
Coast and 
Marshes 

Yorkshire 
Wolds 

Durham 
Magnesium 
Limestone 
Plateau (DMLP) Eden Valley 

Lancashire Coal 
Measures (LCM) 

Arden 

Dark Peak 

Fens Beds/Cams 
Claylands 

Dorset Heaths 



 

Experiencing Landscapes: 
Portfolio of local and special landscapes  



 

 

Feature History Place Inspiration Calm Leisure/ 

activities 

Spiritual Learning Escape 

Water, rivers 

streams 

Low Medium High High High High Medium High 

Bogs & Marshes Low 

 

Low 1 Low Low1 Medium  Medium  

Coast 

 

Medium High High High High High High High 

Mountains & 

Hills 

Medium Medium High Medium High High Medium High 

Moorland 

 

Low High Medium Low Medium High Low High 

Woodland & 

Trees 

Medium Medium High
 

High High High Medium High 

Field Systems High High Medium High 

 

Low Low Low High 

Hedges, (walls)  High High Low High Medium Medium High Medium 

Villages 

 

High High Low Medium High Low High High 

Lanes 

 

Medium High Medium Medium High   High 

Experiencing Landscapes: 
Cultural services provided by landscape 
features – indicative. 



Monitoring landscape change 
Countryside Quality Counts:  
Indicator map for change 1999-2003 

Existing landscape character was 

maintained in 51% of England’s 

landscapes and enhanced in a 

further 10% 

 

Loss or neglect of character was 

shown in 20% of our landscapes, 

given the loss of character 

observed in the 1990-1998 

assessment 

 

New characteristics are emerging 

in 19% of our landscapes 
 



 

 
 

Thank you 


